Steve Barnett is
recognised as one of
the true instigators
of the telemark
boom, but ironically
his skiing began on
downhill boards. It
wasn't until 1968
that Barnert started
touring as a means
to expand his world
of skiable terrain.

Steve Barnett é uno
di quegli illuminati
che molti anni fa
riscoprirono il
telemark in America.
Veramente uno dei
primi. Leggete
questo articolo e se
non sapete l'inglese
fatevelo tradurre,
aiutera molti a
capire quanto in
ltalia siamo ancora
indietro
nell'intendere il
Telemark
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metal-edged Bonnas, Silvretta bindings and heavy boots. The Silvrettas were inadequate as they broke
easily and you had to assume they wouldn’t release during a fall. Also, everything was heavy. There
was an aesthetic appeal to lighter equipment.

E: So when did you make the switch?

B: Ittook a long time because I was wary of country equipment. In 1972, Itook a tour of Mount
Rainier National Park with a friend who had bought alightweight package from REIL

On the way down from Summerland he broke apole, ruined abinding, ripped aboot, and finally
snapped aski. That caused me to dismiss lighter gear for years to come.

Finally, in 1976, Imigrated towards a pair of Europa 77s (Fischer’s predecessor tothe Europa
99). It seemed like the right ski - nottoo heavy yet strong. Around the same time [ decided to dump
the Silvrettas. [ hadrelied on downhill tumsup tothat time. Though i knew about the telemark, I thought
ofitasastunt. Suddenly, [ was putting there-pin bindings on myskis, buying used nordic boots, and
telling myselfI would master the techniques to skion this equipment. [ just decided I would learn to
telemark.

EXPLORE: Howdid it go that first season?

BARNETT:Itumbled down my first few mountains. [ hadn’t fallen somuch since my first days
onskis. ThenIraninto aguy who telemarked reasonably well and he advised me to get good boots.
Idid, and it improved my skiing about 600%. In fact, it was arevelation. [ kept think-ing, “I can go
anywherenow.” Ifinally felt like I had asystem that was reliable, safe, lightenough for the distances
Iintended toski, and capable of turning in all snow conditions. I always thought the breakthrough for
providing the perfect backcountry system would be something like titaniurn skis and carbon bindings.

Instead, it was atechnique - an old, discarded technique.

EXPLORE: When did you decide to write the book?

BARNETT: Ithought about writing abrochure after the 1976 season to let people know what
was possible. By theend ofthe 1977 season, | had become evangelical. I experienced amazing skiing
that year despite the drought all the downhillers moaned about. I was consumed with the desire to tell
what. I had leared, soI wrote the book during the summer of 1977. Ithit the shelves in January 1978.

E: Why wereso many people interested in it?

B: Because they were searching for the same thing that attracted me - light, reliable equipment for
exploring the backcountry. Coincidentally, there was also interest among downhill skiers looking for
new ways to push their limits. All of sudden they could strap on telemark skis and experience the fun
oflearning toski again.

I DONT’S THINK TELEMARK RACING WILL EVER ATTRACT THE WORDD’S
ATTENTION BECAUSEIT DOESN’TREFLECT THEREALREASON WHY MOST PEOPLE
TELEMARK WHICH IS TO SKI THE BACKCOUNTRY.

E: What are your thoughts about that facet of skiing, that is lift skiing and telemark racing?

B:Ithink it’srathersilly. That doesn’tkeep me from doing it, mind you, but [admit it’s astunt.
I[fyou wantto ski fast on groomed slopes there’s much better system available. Youmight as well use
theright tools forthe job. I don’t think telemark racing will ever attract the world’s attention because
it doesn’treflect thereal reason why most people telemark -which is to ski the backcountry. The ability
tomake high-speed telemark turns ona groomedslope doesn 't translate into the ability to skibad snow
inthe wilderness.

E: Switching gears to equipment, what are main improvements you’ve noticed inrecent years?

B: Forbackcountry skiing there haven’t been that many. Certainly there are more good boots
available, and the variable, and the variable length poles are an improvement. But the skis designed by
Karhu and Epoke in 1978 were just as good as modern skis. Today s skis are not evolving towards
better touring but towards skiing fast on hardpack.

E: Isthere atrend towards lighter backcountry touring equipment?

B: Actually, the trend here is towards moderation. When skinny skis made their debut in the
backcountry, part of the excitement was proving apoint. We saw lightskis, like Epoke 900s, used on
major expeditions like the circumnavigation of Mt. McKinley. Youdon’t see that now. Rightfully so

- wider metal-edged skis are the appropriate tool. I fallows on lomorrow issue / Ségue domidini




